Home parenteral nutrition (HPN) is necessary for those who have long-term gastrointestinal failure such that they are not able to maintain themselves solely with enteral nutrition. In the northern region of England (extending from Cumbria to Tyneside, Wearside and Teeside, with a population of about 2.9 million) there was no organised service for the provision of adult HPN prior to 2000. From this time a multi-disciplinary regional service was developed, based at the Freeman Hospital, Newcastle. This is a retrospective audit of the service from 1 January 2000 to 31 December 2006. Hospital notes were retrieved for all patients.
